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Dor. v. 32. 


1 f e to do AS. the Lord your God _ 
| * ; 95 ſball not turn aſide to the right hand or to r — 


1 Co R. xi. 2. 


. Now 7 grebe ges, Brethren, that yon remember me in all 
things, 11 "TRA e Ordinances ASI delivered them 10 


Tou. 


If two: Churches differ one from another, a Man is bound to join 
| mw _ which apyears moſt td retain irs Evangelical Purity, 
Dr. in 268; s Iren. 
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Church of 


No Ras much as ſome of the Church of 

England lay on Diſſenters the heavy Charge 
of Schiſin, and many of them know not 
how to clear themſelves of that Charge: 
| Abe following Pages are deſign'd, 

1. To inform the more moderate of our Brethren of 
the Church of England, That we do not diſſent from 
their Church out of Stubbornneſs, or becauſe we love 
Contention, but from a tender Conſcience, willing to 
keep the Ordinances as well as the Doctrines of Jesvs 
CHRIST pure and entire; not daring to add to them, 
or diminiſh any Thing from them, under any Pretence 

wWhatſoever. 8 . 

f! 2. To furniſh well-meaning Diſſenters with Plan 

' | Reaſons for their common Practice: For we would have, 

none among us go on blind- fold in Chriſtianity, or take 
= up a Profeſſion among Diſſenters, becauſe their Fathers 

67% went before them in that Way, as if it were a Crime 
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to ſtep out of has Pub. But we believe, That 25 
every one ought to be ready to give a Reaſon. of the F 
WS in bes, : ſo the 7 be A5 1 555 4 | 
ſon of their Practice, in religious Matters: For ever 
one ſhould be well e in their own Mind, that. 
what they do may be done in Faith; For whatſoever is 
not of Faith, is Sin. He that takes up any Profeſſion, 
be it never ſo good, only from Education, without 
examining it in every part, is never like to be a «efil, 
if ever he be a true Chriſtian. . 12 


ö | „ 7 
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AE T . 23 
Containing ten Rx as oN s for Diſſenting from 
N the Church. 


Non. | 

. ; ' ' 1 
E E diſſent from the Church of England, be- 
Ho cauſe we do not look upon it to be fo pure 


N Church as ſome others are. 3 
lf any by the Church of England do un- 

derſtand the whole Nation, we declare We know no 
ſuch Church. But if any take the Church of England 
for particular Pariſh Aſſemblies, or Congregations, then 

| we do not ſay but ſome of them may be true Churches, 
tho' they may be defective in Doctrine and Diſcipline ; 
(for a Man that hath loſt his Hands to work, and his 
Feet to walk, and his Eyes to ſee, is a true Man, tho? 
deſeRive;) and yet, we think we have ſufficient War- 
rant for our Practice in diſſenting from them. For we 
do for our Souls, as they and we do for our Bodies : 
If we are ſick, we chooſe out a skilful Phyſician; leſt 

he kills inſtead of curing us. When we want Food, 
we take care to buy that which is wholeſome, ſuch as 
will nouriſh us. If we remove our Habitatien, we 
chooſe out a good wholeſome Air; not an unhealthy, 
ſickly Place. If we change our Servants, we * 
. | es. | _ 
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1% 
thers that are skilful, faithful and diligent; not fuch 


as are either ignorant of their. Work, or lazy in it; or 


ſuch as care for R but their Wages: Then can 
any blame us, if we take as much Care of our Souls 
which are of more Value? When many ſpeak of the 
Church of England, they think of nothing elſe but the 
Place of divine Worſhip ; and they are ſtrengthen d 
in this Error by the induſtrious Prieſt- craft of deſigning 
Men: For 42 5 know that the Greek Word, ſo often 
uſed for Church [in the New Teſtament] always fig- 
nifies the People met together, not the Place where they 
meet, AFts xiv. 27. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. But their Deſign here- 
in is to make the unthinking People believe, that if 
they leave that Place, they leave the Church of God. 

Bur the Place of Worſhip ¶ call'd the Church] 

1. Cax Nor be the Church which CaurrsT pur- 
chaſed with his own Blood, and which Miniſters are 
charged to feed, Acts xx. 28. Y 


2. Ir cannot be the Church that brought the A- 
poſtle on in his Way, As xv. 3. . ' 83 

3. Ir cannot be the Church in an Houſe, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 19. | | 

4. Ir cannot be the Church that was to be ſpoken 
to, and that was to ſpeak to others, Matth. xviii. 17. 

5. IT cannot be that Church, which is ſaid ra be 
the Body of Chriſt, and of which, Feſ#s Chriſt was the 
Head, Col. i. 24. 1 


Q. War then is the Church ? 


A. © THE Viſible Church is a Congregation. of 
&« faithful Men, met together to worſhip Go p, in 
c which the pure Word. of Gop is preach'd, and 
the Sacraments be duly miniſtred, according to 
« Caris T's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
C Neceſlity are requiſite to the ſame. 

(This is the XIX*® Article of the Church of Eng- 
land.) Wherein obſerve, | 

I, Taz Viſible Church is a Congregation ; there- 
fore not a Whole Nation: For when did the Church 


: 
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of England {ſo conſider' d] meet together in one Cotis 


gregation? By their own Words, the Viſible Church 


muſt be no more than can meer together to worſhip 
Gov, in one Place, otherwife tis not a Congrega- 
tion. Cyprian faith, The whole Charch was preſent at 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament. And Juſtin Mar- 
ir tells us, That all the Church aſſembled together in one 
Place, every Lord's Day. And the Scripture faith the 


. ſame, 1 Cor. xiv. 23. If therefore the whole Church be 


come together into one Place, | EEE 
II. THz Article ſaith, It is a Congregation of 


| Faithful Men (i. e.) of Believers in CHRIST.) A 


Goſpel- Church ought to conſiſt of none but viſible 
Saints, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. In all th# Churches of the Saints. 
The Clergy know, whether, in this Matter, they act 
according to their Articles in admitting none to their 


Communion but the Faithful; or whether ſaying the 


Creed will not do: For ſome that have been Ten Years 
Communicants in the Church of England, have declar'd, 
on their Death-Bed, «© That they knew not what 
« Faith in CHRISHTH meant; and that their Miniſter 
de never ask'd them a Word about it; but only told 


them, that they ſhould have /o much Money each 


« Time they came to the Lord's-Supper. 
III. IT 1; a Congregation where the pare Word of 
Gd is preach'd. Here the Article affirms, That. what 
they preach, muſt be the pure Word of God. Not an 
Oration of the excellent Conſtitution of their Church, 
or of Paſſive Obedience, or an Exclamation againſt 
Schiſm, or a Diſcourſe of Morality, or only exclaim- 
ing againſt ſuch Vices as the very Light of Nature 
condemns. | 4 
Br to preach the pure Word of God, is, to preach 
JEs US CHRIST, and Sinner's Need of an Intereſt in 
Him, and of his Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and to mag- 


nify the Riches of Divine Grace in Man's Salvation: 


It is to preach the Doctrines of Faith, Repentance, Re- 
generation and Sanfification, and the Neceſſity of the 
Power of the Spirit of Go p, in order to all theſe. 
| _ YEE Theſe 


; + CHI | 
Theſe. are the Doctrines that Diſſenters ones and 
thus they preach moſt agreeable ro the pure Word of God, 
and the XXXIX. Articles of Religion : Therefore, tho 
we are call'd Diſſenters, yer many, that keep in the 
Church of England, are Diſſenters more than we: For 
we diſſent only from indifferent Things (as they call 
them) but they diſſent from their own Articles of Faith. 
IV. Tas Sacraments muſt be duly adminiſtred ac- 
cording to Chriſi's Ordinance, © 

V. In tbe Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of Chriſt 
there muſt be no unneceſſary Things impoſed on Men. I heſe 
are the ſeveral Parts of that XIX h Article, and we 
heartily agree to every one of them, but we ſhall 
ſpeak of theſe Two laſt afterward. 


Bur by the Way, ſince the Article ſaith, That the 


pure Ward of God muſt be preach d, it may not be amiſs 


here, to take a little Notice of the common Preachers 
of the Word in the Church of England | 

Many Miniſters of the Church of England are 
Men of great Learning and Parts; but, it ſeems, that 
the moſt of them have little enough, and yet have more 
than many of them make à good Uſe of; you have 
their Picture drawn to the Lite, and it would even af- 
fright a Chriſtian to behold it, tho drawn by a skil- 
ful Hand. Bp. Burnet New Pref. p. 5, 6. for whoſe 
Plainneſs in expoſing their hateful and ſhameful Igno- 
rance and Idleneſs, tome of the Clergy curſe him bit- 
terly..], His Words are theſe:  ' 

Oy Ember - Weeks are the When Preachers 
* Grief and Bye of my Life : The ide Ordao'd, by 
e much greater Part — thoſe WhO nen, 

* come to be Ordain d, are ignorant to a Degree not 
eto be apprehended by thoſe who are not oblig'd to 
know it: The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge is that to 
„ which they are the greateſt Strangers; I mean, the 


plaineſt Parts of the Scriptures, which they ſay, in 


* Excuſe of this Ignorance, that their Tutors in the 
** Univerſity never mentioned the reading of them: 


ss that they can give no Account, or at leaſt but a 
OM . << yay 


(2) 
<« very imperfect one, of the Contents even of tho 
« Goſpels. Thoſe who have read ſome few Books, 
« yet never ſeem to have read the Scriptures: Many 
cc cannot give a tolerable Account even of the Cate- 
ce chiſm itſelf, how ſhort' and plain ſoever: They cry, 
ec and think it a Diſgrace to be denied Orders, though 
cc the Ignorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well-regu- 
lated State of Things, they would appear not know- 
ing enough to be admitted to the Holy Sacrament; 
te this does often tear my Heart. The Caſe is not 
ce much better in many, who having got into Orders, 


* 


4 


« they have read the Scriptures, or any one good Book, 
« ſince they were ordain'd. Thus far the Biſhop. - 
WI dare not” truſt our precious Souls with ſuch 
Guides; for how can they ſhew us the Way of Sal- 
vation, who cannot tell what the Goſpels contain? 
Inſtead of being Teachers of others, they have need 
themſelves to be taught which be the firſt Principles 
of the Oracles of Go p. O ſhameful, not Know. their 
| Catechiſm, nor what th: Goſpels contain! Have theſe 
been at the Univerſity, and made a great noiſe of 
taking their Degree, and after this need to be ſent back 
to theif School Dames Well, for Fear of Diſgrace, 
in being denied Orders, the Biſhop ſaith, they 7. O 
rare Hectors! Are thoſe the Men that lead . ener 
as well as the common People, by the Noſe ? It would 
be the Nation's Mercy to have a due Senſe of this 
Difeaſe, If the Blind lead the Blind, both are like to 
« fall into the Ditch. I think we may apply that Com- 
plaint of Go p, by the Prophet, to theſe poor dark 
Souls, J/a. lvi. 10, 11. His Watchmen are blind, they 
are iguorant, they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand. 
Are theſe like to feed the People of Gop with Know- 
leage and Underſtanding? Surely, Gop never ſent theſe 
Men to preach, or elſe He hath ſent them in fore 
Judgment to this Land. enn 
* 


Obi. 


cc come for Inſtitution, and cannot make it appear that 


* * 
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* A | . 
Obj. Our Tutors never bid us read the Scriptures. 


7 A. WRA Tutors are here! If there is ſo little 


Religion at the Fountain, no Wonder we have ſo little 
at the Streams. But what if their Tutors did not put 
them upon reading the Scriptures, it they had had 


any Love to the Word of Go p in their Hearts, they 
would not have been ſuch Strangers to the Word of 


GOD? If they themſelves have not made Food of the 
Word of Gop, they are not like to do much Good at 
Preaching, Exel. iii. 1. Son of Man, eat this Roll, 
and go ſpeak to the Houſe of Iſrael. 

Bur ſuppoſe theſe were all very learned Men, 
(which cannot be granted) yet they have little Need 
of it, provided they can read right: For all have their 


Prayers made for them, and many of them their Ser- 


mons too. Be ſure that Go p diſapproves of ſuch a 


lazy Practice. Fer. xxiii. 30. I am againſt the Prophets, 


ſaith the Lo RD, that ſteal my Words every one from bis 
Neighbour. 

E bonour human Learning m 
not count him the beſt Miniſter that hath the great- 
eſt Stock of that; but the Man who, with it, e hath 
moſt Grace and ſpiritual Experience; who preaches 
Jesvs CnrisT, and whoſe Miniſtry Go p moſt 
owns for the Converſion of Singers, and Buildin 
up Believers in their moſt holy Faith; and who himſelf 
lives a holy Life. We believe that Miniſters had 
better be defective in human Learning, than in the 
Grace of Gop; therefore when we chooſe a Paſtor, 


we do not egquire, Who ordain'd him? Or, What / 


Garments does he wear? But, What Doctrines does 
he preach? What Life does he live? And, Are there 
any Signs of Gop's ſending him? Not, Does he 
Preach 1n the Church, or in a Barn? But, Whether 


his Preaching be in Demonſtration of the Spirit and 


of Power? 


P Ria- 


MS; but we do 
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the Apocrypha (inſtead of the pure Word of Go p) 


(10) 
id | 
REASON II. . 
Wr diſſent from the Church of Englaud, becauſe 


we cannot take the Common-Prayer-Book for our Rule 
of Worſhip. | 


1. BECAUSE it orders the Reading of much of 


. 


wherein are many Things very fabulous, and we think 
Untruths, Things that adminiſter Queſtions, rather than 
godly Edifying, which is in Faith. * | 

2. BECAUSE it appoints all Perſons religiouſly to 
obſerve above an Hundred and Fifty Days in the Year, 
as Holy Time, beſides all Sabbath-Days. 

Wxũ count the Sabbath of the LORD Honourable ; 
We alfo religiouſly obſerve Occaſtonal Days of Prayer 
and Thankſgiving, but cannot bind our ſelves religi- 
oufly to obſerve what we have no divine Warrant for: 
But are rather forbid the touching of, Gal. iv. 9, 10s , 
11. But now, after that ye have known God, &c. how 
turn ye qu to the weak and beggarly Elements, where« 
unto you acfire . to be in Bondage! Ne obſerve Days 
and Months, and Times and Tears. I am afraid of jou, 
left I. have beſtowed on you Labour in vain. ag SR 
3. BECAUSE thereby are impos'd on all Miniſters 
Forms of Prayers. If it be granted (as we think 

there is no Reaſon) that our Lord JESUS CHRIST 
made a Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to be ufed 
Word for Word, without Alteration ; yet by what 
Rule do any Men do ſo for others, and then impoſe 
them upon them for their conſtant Uſe? Origen, in 

giving Direction about Prayer, faith not one Word of 
the Lord's Prayer; only held it as a Rule to dire& us 
in Prayer. So Juſtin Martyr and others. 

WE have a Promiſe of the Spirit of Grace and of 
Supplicatian, Zech. xii. 10. But no Promiſe of the Help 
of the Spirit, to any Man or Men to make Forms for 
others. | | a 

Ir ſome uſe them in Sincerity, and can bring Gop 
no better, I believe Gon will accept them; but if we 


4 have 


— 
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have a better Offering to bring,” we muſt not offer 

that which coſt us Nothing. 

Ix we tye up our ſelves to Forms, how can we ſay 

with St. Paul, Rom. oy _ — 5 not what 9 
ould r as we ought? They that pray by a Book, 

| var 1 Word, — they ſhould — for? If they 

; have their Book, Light, Sight, and Learning enou 


to read it, they never need to be at a Loſs about the 
| Matter. | 

War if ſome Miniſters need theſe Forms? Let 
ö ſuch Parſons uſe them, that cannot do without them: 


5 But why muſt ſtrong Men tye up their Legs, that they 
may uſe Stilts roo ? This is to neglect, and not to: ftir 
; up the Gift of God which is in them, 2 Tim. i. 6. 
r Wr never read in all the Word of Go d, of any 
- ſuch Cuſtom as Praying by Book ; though we read of 
N the Prayers of Abraham, Facllh,.. Fob, Moſes, Samuel, 
„David, Solomon, Eliſha, Iſaiab, Hezekiab, - Feremiahs 


2 onah, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and of the Apoſtles. 
2 he Hiſtory of the firſt Three Centuries ſpeaks not 
ys one Word of impoſed Prayers, but that they prayed 
1, according to the Ability that Gop gave them, aud that 


they prayed with their Eyes, either lifted up to Hea- 
rs ven, or with their Eyes cloſed 5: which ſhew: thar 
K they did not pray by Book. A) 11 
T Dorn an hungry or ſtarving Man want a Form 
ed before him, to tell his Wants by & We ſhould. queſti- 
at on whether that Beggar was not a Cheat, who could 
fe not tell his Caſe, without reading of it out of his Book. 
in If the Churches took due Care to chooſe able Mini- 
of ſters, this Grievance would be laid aſide: Or if it 
us were left indifferent, as indifferent Things ſhould be, 
that thoſe might uſe them, that could not pray without 
of them; Men would, for Shame, take up another Prac- 
Ip tice. The Forms of Prayer, and Books of Homilies, 
or were both compos'd to help the (poor Tools of) 
| Prieſts, at our firſt coming off from Popery : Por the 
JD Prieſts were ſo ignorant, that they could neither Pro 
we nor preach. But now, _ in the Church, we * 
| 2 | Men 


(12) 


Men of more Learning and better parts, why muſt 


V 
they claim this Benefit of the Clergy ? ibs, they count if 
it] And why muſt the Homilies be laid afide,*and' not it 
the Forms of Prayer ? | | hi 


We verily think, that thoſe who have the Help of it 
the Spirit of Go p to preach, have his Help alſo to of 
pray; but if they want the Spirit of Grace and Suppli- | 
cation, they are not fit to preach. 


| Obj. 1. That Promiſe of the Help of the Spirit of God 
in Prayer, is to raiſe our Aﬀettions, and to draw out 
Grace ro its Exercife in Prayer. 


Anſw, W x allow it heartily ; but that is not all, 
nor the principal Thing intended: For the Promiſe is 
concerning the Matter, as well as the Manner: The 
Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 4 ſpeaking of Go D's fulfilling 
that Promiſe, Zech. xi" 10. doth not ſay, We know 
not ho to pray, but what to pray for. | 

Bur in tying up our ſelves to Forms, we ſhut out 
the Work of the Spirit, as to the Mater; and if we 
thus limit the Hoh One of Iſrael, how can we promiſe 
ourſelves his Help in the other? In ſhort, This ſeems, 
to us, like offering with ſtrange Fire, Lev. x. 1. which 
Go teſtified his Diſpleaſure againſt in conſuming the 
wicked Prieſts. . EY 


Obj. 2. The Wi of Prajing by Book, hath been of 
uery long ſtanding ** | Church. £9 927 


' Anſw. Bur the Way that Diſſenters take in Pray- 


er, hath been uſed Two Thouſand Years before ever 


there was any Book in the World, and very probable, 
many more Thoufends before ir became a Cuſtom for 
Chriſtians ro pray by Rook, 


Obj. 3. But hen ws adareſs ourſelves to G 0 D. We 
ſpould uſe the moſt decent Expreſſions. 


Anſw. Ir is very true, we ſhould worſhip with Re- 
verence, and godly Fear: But it is the Heart, not fine 


Words, 


nnn... 

4n) 
Word, or elegant Expreſſions, that Go Þ looks at; 
if the Heart be upright with G D in Prayer, and if 
it be done in Fait „Gop can, and will overlook an 
hundred Slips of the Tongue, and hear Prayer, tho“ 
it be as Hezekiah's, Iſa. xxxviit. 14. like the chattering 


| of the Crane or 4 Swallow. 5 


Obj. 4. Diſſenters are liable to vent falſe. Docbrine by, 
their Way of Praying. | er FI, Sur 
Anſw. So may thoſe that keep ſtrictly to a Form; 
witneſs that daily Petition of the Church, Remem- 
« ber not, Lord, the Offences of our Forefathers. 
What is truly intended in it, we do not diſpute ;- but 
it looks like Praying for the Dead. So does that Form 
ſavour of Error, in the Order for Baptiſm, that places 
Pardon of Sin in Regenerationg, inſtead of the Merits of 
Chriſt. Of which, after. he wort. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters Prayers are often incoherent. '' 
Anfw. So may Forms of Prayer be too. Take one 
Inſtance in their own Words * 
«© Almighty and everlaſting God, who alone workeſt 
« great Marvek, ſend down upon our Biſhops and Cu- 
« rates, &c. thy Grace. Muſt we ſay, That it would 
be a great Marvel, if God ſhould ſend down his Grace on 
Biſhops and Curate ? Then where is the Coherence-of 


that Prayer? I never heard any thing more incoherent 
in the Prayers of Diſſenters. (ug Wen 


Obj. 6. For Want of 4 Form, Diſſenters Prayers are 
ſometimes very unintelligible, the People kuow not what 
they intend by ſeme of their Petitions, © h 

Anſw. S o may ſet Forms be too. Let their owt 
Form be Witneſs: | * 

& Thoſe Things, which, for our Unwortbineſi, ve dare 
« not ask, and which, fur our Blindneſs, we cannot all, 
rvouchſafe to give us, &c. with many others like it. 


Obj. 


wr Io... 
o - > i 


re 
* — 


— 


— 


lane Thing. 


— — — — 
WOES — — — — — 
— - * —— + vm 
- 


0 on 


(14) 


Obj 7. For Want of a Form of Prayer, Diſſenters 


gre often guilty of many Tautologies, or Repetition of the 


Anſiv. N o r half fo often as thoſe that uſe a Form: 
For they uſe the ſame Petition ſix, eight, ten, or twen- 


ty Times over; Lord, have Mercy upon us, &c. Me be- 
| feech thee to hear us, good Lord, &c. this ſeems to croſs 
the Command, Marth. vi. 7. When thou prayeſt, uſe 


not vain Repetitions, as the Heathen do: For they think 
that they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking, 1 Kings 
—_—_ TX. -- 5 


Obj. 8. The Prayers of the Church were compas d by 
wiſe and learned Men, that better knew the Work, and 
Nature of Prayer than we do. 9 


Anfw. How great, or wiſe, or learned the Com- 


poſers were, we matter not; for though they were A- 


poſtles, or Angels of Go p, if they bring us any Rules 
of Faith or Practice that have not the Stamp of the 
Wiſdom and Authority of IEsuS CuRISH upon them; 
we cannot, we dare not receive them. 

- NEITHER was there any need of theſe human In- 
ventions, till the Spirit, Life and Power of Religion 
was gone from the Romiſh Church, and then this De- 
vice was brought into the Church, to ſerve inſtead 
thereof: And we uſe to lay, A bad Shift is better than 
none. But tis Pity that the Reformed Churches ſhould 
dance after her Pipes. IT SITY 


Rzas on III. 


Wir cannot join with the Church of England in their 
Order for Baptiſm. 


1. Wx except againſt that Human Ordinance, Sign- 
ing with the Croſs, as a Popiſh Invention. 

I x is order'd to be done, „In Token that hereafter 
6 they ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt crucified.” 
Ang ſo they make the Croſs a Sacrament ; for by their 


— — 
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[8 
own Definition of a Sacrament, it is made an c g 
« ward and vijble Sign of imward and ſpiritual Grace. 
We want a Warrant from the Word of God. for its 
before we can uſe it in Faith. It ſmells of the Veſſel 
whence it was drawn.. And we wonder why this is 


not laid aſide, as well as Salt, Cream, and Spirtle, ſtill 


uſed in Baptiſm by the Papiſts. | 3 
2. By the Form of Baptiſm in the Church of Eng- 


gland, Parents are not (uffer'd to: Covenant with G 


tor their own Children: But others muſt do it, rho? 
they be Strangers, and may never ſee the Child again: 
Nay, they muſt be other Perſons; though the Parents 


were gracious, and the Godfathers and Godmothers.. 


were wicked ; and fo are more likely to neglect Their 
Charge. Ws | 


Obj. 9. Godfathers and Godmothers were in Uſe ande 
the Law, as Witneſſes at Circumciſion. 8 


Anſw. BESI DES the Circumciſer, there were two 


Perſons made uſe of; a Woman, whoſe Work it was 


to carry the Child from the Mother to. the Place of 
Circumciſion, and back again to the Mother ; and a 


Man to hold the Child in his Lap while it was cir= | 


cumciſed; but neither of them promiſed any Thing 
for the Child, as theſe now do. 

3. Taz Godfathers and Godmothers are forc'd to 
promiſe what is in the Power of no Creature on Earth 
or in Heaven to perform, That the Child ſhall revoance 


the Devil and all his Works, and conſtantly believe God's 


holy Word, and obediemly keep all his Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of his Life. And when 
all this 1s done, 1t 1s what the moſt of them never 
mind, either for themſelves or the Child. Or, if they 
think of their Promiſes, how dare they. put themſelves 
in the Place of GoD? Whoſe Work it is alone, to 
change the Heart, and work Faith in it; and to caſe 
Men to walk in his Statutes, and keep his Commandments, 
and ds them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27, | 


4. Ws 


 1$YJ Wy Tl 
. 4+ Wx ſee no Reaſon, to believe, that every Child 
baptiſed with Water, is alſo regenerated by the ſpe- 
cial Grace of Go p, as they expreſs in their Order for 
Baptiſm, in theſe Words : CON | 
Me call upon Thee for this Infant, that he coming to 


Tin holy Baptiſm, may receive Remiſſion of Sins, by ſpi- 


ritual Regeneration. 2 | 
TRE Word of Go p tells us, That Remiſſion of 
Sins is only by the Blood of Jzxsus CnrrsT, not by 
Mater-Baptiſin, for by ſpiritual *Regeneration. - So that 
there 1s a double Error 1n this Form, and they them- 
felves have prov'd both of them ready to our Hands, 


mn the Order for the Communion ; where they have 


theſe Words; In Remembrance of Chriſt”s meritorious 
Croſs and Paſſion, whereby alone, we obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins, and are made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
By this groſs Blunder the Compilers of the Common- 
. Prayer-Book ſhew themſelves to be no inſpired Writers, 
as ſome of its fond Admirers have e | 
J. In the Order for Baptiſm, they aſſert, That it 
is clear from the Word of God, that Children baptiſed, 
and dying in their Infancy, before they commit actual Sin, 
are undoubtedly ſaved. „ 
Ix is not. clear to us, nor can they ſhew it in all the 
Word of Go p. But hufan Inventions commonly 
favour of human Infirmities. | 
Obj., 10. Whatever is amiſs in our Baptiſm ; The Bap- 
ziſm of Diſſenters is invalid: Becanſe they have not received 
Epiſcopal Ordination. Sq fay Churchmen. ] 
Auſiv. W might as well ſay, and more eafily prove 
it tao, that what unſcriptural Officers do, in the Church, 
is invalid. Some call that Apoſtolical, which the Apoſtles 


never thought of : And though highly approved of Men 
will be found ay absmination to he ord X 


RIEASON IV. 


W cannot join with the Church of England in the 
Lord's-Supper. vs 
1. Bus 
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1. BECAVSE they order every one to kneel at their 
receiving it. It is the Cuſtom of the Papiſts to do ſo, 
and their Reaſon is, Becauſe they believe that the 
Bread, after Conſecration, is the very Body of CHRIST: 
0 W Bur, if it be nor ſoy it looks like Idolatry to kneel be- 
5 fore it. But becauſe this was not the Cuſtom of the 
Apoſtles, [bur Sitting, Matth. xxvi. 20, 26.] and be- 
f cauſe we are bid to abſtain from all Appearance of Euil; 
y therefore we reject it. | 
Ic 2. BxcavsE they order the Sacrament to be ad- 
1- W miniſtred to the Sick; and admit it to be done to two 
S» or three Perſons, when there is no Church preſent. 
Becauſe this Ordinance ſhould be adminiſtred only in 
#5 WM the Church; and becaute this Cuſtom ſprings from 
of Wl the fame Ground with ſay ing private Maſs in Houſes, 
1. and having no Warrant from the Word of Gop; 
therefore moſt of the Reformed Churches rejected it, 
aud therefore ſo do ve. la 23,1173 

2. BER AUS E Perſons are allow'd to come to that 
; holy Ordinance, to qualify themſelves for Places of 
*4, WM Truſt and Profit, This is a horrid profaning of a moſt 
ſacred Ordinance, that was never deſign'd to ferve in- 
ſtead of a Licenſe. ks, noon? 

4. BEcavss they ordinarily admit any Perſon to 
that Ordinance that deſires it. And more; for they 
order the Miniſter to invite all to it, that are preſent 
at Hearing the Word, in this Manner: On ſuch a Day 
we are te adminiſter the holy Communion, unto which, in 
God's Behalf, I bid yok all here preſent, How this is in 
God's Behalf, we are at a Loſs, till we find a Warrant 
for it in the Word of Go p. LA. 

ARE all that come to Church fit to go to the Ta- 
ble of the Loxd? Whether they are or not, it ſeems, 
they muſt be all invited: It is manifeſt that many of 
them go thither only for their Hire. And it's mani- 
feſt that many of them are very unfit to go to that 
holy Ordinance. 7011 | | 

1. BRC AUS FE they are deſtitute of ſaving: Know- 
ledge and Faith, and are Strangers to true a 

[4 C an 
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Cp urch of En gland, and with the Nine Articles of L 


(13) 
and ſpiritual Regeneration. Be ſure, ſuch cannot diſe 
cern 15 Lord's Body; but muſt eat and drink unworthily, 


R tho they ſay they are ia Charity With all A1en, which 


is all that they ask of their Communicants. 

2. Max v of them live very wicked Lives; favels 
and be drank, the ſame Night that they have n at 
the Lord's: Supper, and oft in the Week. 

To adminiſter the Holy Communidn to Tab 18 0 
caſt that which is Holy to Dogs; which we are expreſly 
forbid to do. W here Matten are thus manag d, it 
can hardly be truly ſaid, * That the Sacraments are 


J duh adminiſtred according to CHRIS T's Appoint- 


« ment, as their XIXCh Article faith 25 ſhould be. 
ON $f rg LI DASON 85 


'W N diſſent em the Church of England, pats hat | 


Generality of the Prieſts diſſent from their old Do- 
ctrines and the chief of the Thirty nine Articles of Re. 
ligion; as may be ſeen by comparing their Pekin 

and Writings now, with the Writings of their old —. 
ly Miniſters, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 284 
1X, Xib, XI, XIII, and XVII “h Articles of the 


beth. Thus — ſorcè us, either to diſſent from them, 
or from their old Doctrines: We chooſe to keep to the 
good old Way. And hence the Church of England is be- 
holulen to us to keep ebely old Dottrines for them. Iu Ed. 


ward Preacher. 


Nn VI. 


Wr except apvinſt Two Things, eſpecially i in the 
Order for the Burial of the Dead, 

1. “ They than God for taking them away : ” Bad 
as well-as Good: :) We dare not do this at a Burial of 
many; becanſe we fear they die in their Sins, Stran- 
gers to CHRIS T, true Faith, and real Holineſs. As 
we have no Warrant for ſuch an univerſal Form, ſo 
none but an Enemy to the Deceas d, or a coverous Le- 
batce, will MP ſay Amen to it. 


2. © Nox 


mm ty” ws + © 


*** : 


2. Non can ve lay Cas they! do) of every one, (e- 
ven the vileſt Wretches that the . Thar «He 
« have. ſure andreertain Hope Reſurrection robe 
«..cernal Life: For we really 1 ſhould often 
ſpeak againſt our Conſciences, and the Perfuaſion of 
moſt that hear us. We believe the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection; but dn not: believe that every One ſhall 
riſe to eternal Life, Man. xii. 2. Thoſe that believé the 
Doctrine of a ta have much more Coſour of 
Reaſon for their Uſe of this Form than we: For the 
Papiſts hold, That tho a Perſon may not be fit for e- 
ter bal Life. When he. dies; yet he may be fitted ſor it 
afrer Drach. This-uoleriprueal Doctrine the Church of 
England denies ; andtyet ſhe teaches: her Diſciples; ' That 
— is not one Soul Lues ta Hells that hath the Good- 
luck to have Chu iſtian Bürial [as they call it, that i is, 
to have the Ordereſor the Burial of the Dead read o- 
ver them. How inconſiſtent / is this with N Ow 

Work, as n as with the Word:of Gow? 


NI e R G1 


We withdraw from the Communion of the Church 
England, becauſe . e cannot allow of ſuch Officers 
in the Church, as Dioceſan, or Lord | Biſhops. As 
they are Lords, we honour them a Officers of State; 
but not as Biſhops an the Church: - 1,0 

WIE own all faithful Paſtors of particular Congre- 


gations, to be ſcriptural Biſhops, ! and the yer any 


know no other. Our Lord JESUS Canis r forbad 
it, Mark, x. 42, 45. E know that they which are account- 
ed to rue over the Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over them; 
and their great Ones exerciſe Authority upon them, but ſo 
# ſhall not be among you; but whoſoever will be great a- 
mong you, ſhall be your MAiniſter; and whoſoever amon 

gon will be the chiefeſt, ſhall be Servant of all, &c. And 
as the Scriptures know no ſuch Office, ' ſo the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity knew no ſuch —— 
in the Churches. 


8 Aband- 
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Athanaſius is faid to he Biſhop of Alexandria, (and 
a Biſhop he was) but not a Dioceſan Biſhop ; for he 
had no more Chriſtians in his Community than might 
meet in one Place. So ſaith Cyprian, Polycarp, Irenens' 
and Fuſtin Martyr. We read of Abundance of Biſhops 
in the Hiſtories of the Church, for above Three Hun-. 
dred Years after CHRISTH: But none of them could 
be Dioceſan Biſnops: becauſe many of them were no 
above ſix, ſome five, ſome four, ſome three, and ſome 


but two Miles one from another. Theſe were as near 


as our Pariſh-Miniſters are one to another. But more 
than that, we read of Tuo Biſhops, in their Biſhopricks, 
in the. ſame City, at the ſame Time, Phil. i. 1. not ſet- 
ting up in Oppoſition one to another, but by the Con- 
ſent of both, as well as of the People. Thus it was 
at Feruſalem, at, Antioch and Epheſus; ſo that their Bi- 
ſhops were but Presbyters, Elders or Paſtors of parti- 
cular Congregations: As Cyprian, Clemens Romanus and 
Origen declare in their Writings. Such Biſhops we 
heartily own ; but no other in the Church, | 


REASOON VIII. 


WE cannot allow that the Biſhop or Patron mould 


impoſe a Paſtor upon any Pariſh, without the Conſent 


and Choice of the People: But are willing to uſe the 
Liberty which Go p hath given us; that is, for the 


People to chooſe their own Paſtor. “ The fulleſt 
ce Words that the Greek Authors uſe for all the Parts 
of Election; as, to propoſe, to name, to choole, 
to decree, are (in Church-Hiſtory) applied to the 


« People; lo that in the Primitive Church, the People 


e did propoſe, name, elect and decree, as well as the 
« Clergy; and tho' the Presbyters had more Skill to 
“ judge, yet the People had as much Right to chooſe 
te their own Paſtors... 


Tus, a Thouſand Years after C K 18 T's Aſcen- 


ſion, the Council of Nice decreed, * Thar if any Bi- 
&« ſhop deceaſe, any other, reconcil'd to the Church, 


«© may be admitted, provided they be worthy, and the 
| «© People 


F 
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N groſs to himſelf, and his Heirs, the Power to impoſe 
b 


upon every Woman in the Pariſh ſuch a Husband as 


he, or they think fir, it would be counted an intolera- 
ble Impoſition: We look on this Cuſtom of impoſing 
a Paſtor upon a Church, without the People's Choice 


11 the Fathers of the firſt three Centuries agree that 
the People ſhould chooſe their own Miniſter. * 


| RrasoN IX. , | 

W x diſſent from the Church of Englund, becauſe we 
think it wants godly Diſcpline : This [as to one parti- 
cular Branch] the Church confeſſeth every Year; and 
this Confeſſion hath been a Form to them theſe Hun- 
dred Years, without Alteration. It hardly looks like 
Sincerity ; but there it ſtands unaltered : 

1. Fox a Witneſs againſt themſelves, that have 
Power to alter it, and do not. | | 
2. Fox the Juſtification of thoſe who diſſent from 
them, becauſe it wants godly Diſcipline. 
Some Diſcipline they have; bur, if you will be- 


d WM lieve them, they want godly Diſcipline ; for all the Diſ- 
nt Wl cipline they have ſeems to be more to get Money, than 
ne to bring Sinners to Repentance. *; | 
he Ir any Perſon commits a Fault that is worthy of 
ſt {WExcommunication, it is not in the Power of any Pa- 
ts riſh Miniſter, with all his Congregation, to excor1- 
e, municate that Offender ; but this muſt be done by 
ne MW Lay-Men; though, I'confeſs, it is done in the Biſhop's 
le Name, yer theſe Lay-Men do as they pleaſe. Of this 
ne Matter, a Biſhop of their own ſaith, „he Church 
to e would be more ſecure, and more unexceptionable, 
le * if the Adminiſtration of her Diſcipline was put into 

* other Hands, and in a better Method. F p. Burner. 
4 THERE little Crimes are ſomecimes puniſhed hea- 
I- 


vily, as, not wearing the Surplice, and great ones 
came off lightly ; or, it may be, never enquir'd into 
ri or are wink'd at; as the Parſon or Curate's being drunk 
; | | | two 
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cannot refuſe him, without Danger of Suſpenſion. 


into our Churches: If ſuch an Offender ſhould offer his 


| honeſtly, quietly, ſoberly and, godly among them, have 


622) 
two or three times a Week, or Swearing at every Sen- 
tence; it is as the Laymen pleaſe. Whether AMong 
Will anſwer all Things in the Biſhop's Court, we ſhall 
not enquire; but, be ſure, it will anſwer the Place of 
Repentance; for when the Money is paid, the Offen- 
der is again a good Church-Member, and the Parſon 


Ir any Man, proſecuted in the Biſhop's Court, gives 
any Signs of Repentance, why is he not reſtor d to his 
Place without Money? Why do they make a Gain of 
their Brother's Sins? And if he does not-give any 
Signs of Repentance, how comes his Money to anſwer 
the Place of Repentance? + V % ga 

Ir Money will admit Perſons into the Communi- 
on of the Church of England, we hope it never ſhal 


Money to us, on ſuch an Account, we ſnould think 
St. Peter's Anſwer to Simon Magus, did in ſome ſort be- 
long to him; Money periſh with thee, becauſe. thou 
thoughteſt the Gift of God might be purchaſed. with Mo- 
ney, thy Heart is not pright with: God; thou art in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, aud Bond of Jniquity. ' 
, C bw | Rras O N X. | C ©: 4 

Wr leave the Communion, of the Church of | Eng: 
land, b<caule it hath often ſhewn a perſecuting Spi- 
rit in it. We never read that the Church of CHRIST 
did perſecute others; but ISH CHRIST told hi 
Diſciples that The muſt expect it, They that live. god! 
in Chriſt Feſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution. | This hath bees 
juſt Matter of Offence to us, That Diſſenters that live 


, 41 W 


ſuffer d much from the Church of England by Eines and 
Impriſonments, and have been hated, at the ſame Time 
that Swearers, Drunkards, c. have been free from 


own themſelves to be of the Church of England, tho 
they ſeldom come thereQ. eil 0 


Trouble, and ſpoken kindly. too, provided they did but 


Obj. 


22) 


Obj. DrsSSENTERS may thank. themſelves for their 
un Stubbornneſs; for the Ceremonies are but indifferent 
hings. | | | 
Anſw. W x then do they not leave them indiffe- 


rent, i. e. whether Men will uſe them or not? Why 
do they make them Terms, not only of Communion, 
but of Salvation; for they tell us, That Schiſmz, on 


this Account, is 4 damning Sin, as much as Murder or 
Adultery. It is ſtrange to us, how it ſhould be as dan- 
gerous to break the Laws of Man, as it is to break 
the Laws of Go p. But this is a real Truth, That 
many warm Churchmen are more careful to avoid the 
Worſhip of Diſſenters, than they are to avoid the Sins 
of Murder or Adultery. If they are indifferent Things 
to them, why do they offend our Conſciences, in 
thruſting them upon us, who cannot think them ſo. 
This is far from that Chriſtian Spirit, 1 Cor. viii. 13. 
T will eat no Fleſh while the World ſtandeth, leſt I male 
my Brother to offend. | | 
THAT which Miniſters deliver to the Churches, 
they muſt, firſt, receive of the Lo RD, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 
I have received of the Lo RD; [that is, of the Lord 
Jesvs CHRIST, not the Lord Biſhop | that which / 


delivered unto jou. 


PRINCES are very jealous of their Sovereign 
Rights and Privileges; and we believe, the Lord ] E- 
sus CHRIST is ſo of His; and that whatſoever Shew 
of Decency human Inventions may make ro the Eyes, 
of r Perſons, ſuch officious Intruders will one 
Day hear Him fay, Who hath required theſe Things at 
your Hands. Or NG 

ESPECIALLY, when by ſuch human Ceremonies 
they keep many a Child of Go p out of the Church, 
tho' we and they too have an expreſs Charge not to 
have any thing to do with ſuch Things, Gal. v. 1. Stand 
faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, aud 
be not entangled again with the Toke of Bondage. | 
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Ir Gop hath taken off the Yoke of Jewiſh Ce. 
remonies, He never intended that Men ſhould invent 
new ones, which tend to Superſtition.” 

WIVù believe that a Serpent of Braſs, when it hath 
the Stamp of Go D's Authority on it, is better tha V 


a golden Calf of Mens Invention; the one heals, the 4 
other hurts. | | 
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PART II. : 
Containing Six RE ASO Ns why Diſſenters an , 
not, nor can be guilty of Schiſm, in peaceably Ml © 
Separating. from the Church of England. 
The Word Sc hs is dſed, 
1. OR Breach of Union in the Church; 
Fr | "1 thus, thoſe that abid? in the Church, may Ml 1 

o : 2 be guilty of Schiſin, more than thoſe that 


— 
G 


452 peaceably leave it ; while they that remain 
in it, make Diviſions and Parties, differing about Do- 
ctrines, ec. This is Schiſm in the Body, 1 Cor. xii. 25. 

2. IT is uſed for any caſe Separation from 1 
Church; a peaceable Departure from any Church is 
not Schiſn; or when there is juſt Cauſe for leaving 
its Communion. 

Bur my preſent Buſineſs is to prove, That even 
in the Senſe of the Church of England, Diſſenters are 
not guilty of Schiſm ; notwithſtanding the Noiſe that 
the Clergy make about it. | 


 RrasoN I. 


TRR greateſt Part of the Body of Diſſenters now 
living never were Members of the Church of England; 
they never broke off from it : And therefore are not 
guilty of Schiſm. N 


Obj. 


.. 


Ce. 
vent 


1th 


and wait for Healing at ſuch 5 Pool. | 


(25) „ 
Obj. But they were born in England, and the Church 
of England is 4 National Church. i 


Anſiv. Tu Church of CHRIST was not fo; for 
we read of Seven Churches in the Leſſer Aſia, Rev. i. 
4. Aud the Churches of Judza, which was once a Na- 
tional Church, Gal. 1. 22. & 2X | 

Ir our being born in England makes us Church- 
Members, then, in order to any One's Admiſſion to 
the Lord's-Supper, it need not be ask d, Have you 
Faith, Cc. but, Where were you borgs 


Obj. But ſome of you gave your Conſent to be Member's 
of the Church of England. 


An IT is true; and ſo we were Members indeed; 
but better underſtanding the Doctrines and Diſcipline 
of CHRIST's Church, and Chriſtian Liberty, we 
have made zo unlawful Rent in the Church, but have 
peaceably join'd ourſclves to other Churches, where 
we are better ſatisfied, as St. Paul, Gal. i. 13. 14, 155- 
16. by his own Example hath taught us. 


| REASON II. 

Ir the Spirit of Go p is, in great Meaſure, de- 
parted from any Church, then we may diſſent from it, 
without being guilty of Schiſm; for Schiſm is a cauſe- 
leſs Separation from any Church: But if this be true, 
our Separation is not cauſeleſs. | 


Queſt. But how ſhall ar judge of this Matter? 


 Avſw. Ir there be no Converſion-Work in the 
Church, then the Spirit of Go p is withdrawn from 
it: Glorious Things have been ſpoken of the City of God, 


that many have been born in her. But now ſome of the 


belt Miniſters in the Church have copfeſs'd, Thar af- 
ter Forty Years Preaching in their Pariſh, they know 


not of one Soul Converted in all that Time. If there 
be no moving of the Waters, in vain do Souls look 


— — — 
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ſuch a Church? 


| ( 26 ). 
Ir the Generality, both of Miniſters and People, 


hold no ſuch Doctrine, and look for no ſuch Thing as 


ſpiritual e, or being born again, after Bap- 
tiſm (in Infancy) by the Spirit of Gop, through the 
Word; or if molt look on this Doctrine as Presbyre- 


rian Cant, we conclude, ſuch are Strangers to any 


Experience of the Thing; [for they are Strangers to 
the plain Goſpel of Jes Us CunrsT, John iii. 3, 5] 
and that therefore we have ſufficient Reaſon to arten 

on the Miniſtry, where the Truth is experienc'd, and 


where Miniſtq can tell convinc'd Souls what the 
ſhould do to be ſaved. | 


2. IF there be little or no comforting Preſence of 
the Spirit of Gop there, then our Separation is not 


cauſeleſs; and therefore is not a Schiſn. Some have 


ſaid, That a Bottle of Wine, or a Doſe of proper Phy- 


ſick, or a Tune on the Organs, would do as much for 


dejected Souls, as Diſſenters pretend to meet with, of 
Comfort in their Worſhip; ſo little do many of them 
underſtand ho it is that Go p manifeſts himſelf to his 
own, as he doth not to the World, Fohn xiv. 22. There- 
fore we chooſe to attend on the Miniſtry of ſuch-as 
have more ſpititual Experience, who may be able to 


ſpeak, a Mord in Seaſon to our weary Souls. 


REASON III. a 
Ir in any Church there be but little real Holineſs, 


or but little of the Power of Religion and Godlinels, 


or but little more than a Name to live, we may leave 
the Communion of any ſuch Church, without being 
guilty of Schiſm, 2 Tim. iii. 5: Having the Ferm of 
Godlineſs, but denying the Power ; from ſuch turn au. 
2 Cor. vi. 7. Come out from among then, © 
In a large Pariſh, ſome of their own Members 
have confels'd, „ Thar they could not find five Per- 
« ſons in their Community, of whom they were per- 
« ſuaded they were Believers, or real Chriſtians: {uch 
« as ſhewed an Hatred of Sin, and Love to Holineſs.” 
What Communion can a ſerious Chriſtian have vo 
F 


——— 
— — ß — 
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„ 

Ir a Gardener grows more fond and careful of 

Weeds than he is of uſeful Plants and Herbs, it is high 

Time to ſeek another Garden, or another Gardencr. 

: Is Miniſters preach poorly, and Miniſters and Peo- 
7 ple generally live looſely, vainly, and erer (like 

 Watheiſts) for our Soul's Sake we ſhould go where 

there is better Preaching, and better Living; according 
0 the glorious Goſpel; and where the Form of Godlineſs 
1 doth not go without the Power; and where a miſ- 
0 guided Zeal for little or indifferent Things does not ear 
5 out the Vitals of real Religion. 7 * 
W x can ſafely ſpeak it to God, as well as to Men, 
c This is one great End of our Diſſenting from the 
"* Wl Church of England; after we had ſtay'd in it Twenty, 


6 ſome Thirty, ſome Forty Years. 

| 4 
5 REASON IV. 
or 


of Ir any Church impoſe on its Members, either that 
which is really ſinful, or is thought to be ſo; this will 
juſtify any Perſpn in his peaceable leaving the Commu- 
nion of that Church. 8 5 


90 | THis was the Ground of the Church of England's 
| 5 Separation from the Church of Rome. Dr. Hammond. 


And this is the Ground of Diſſenters Separation from 
the Church of England. And their Practice is juſtified 
by that great Man, in the Communion of the Church 


mA % England, Dr. Stilling fleet, Iren, p. 199. His Words 
g, ere theſe: © When a Church requires #nneceſſary Con- 
2 Wl © ditions of Communion, then that Church muſt take 
"© Wl © on itſelf the Charge of Schiſm. Let Men turn and 
*. « wind themſelves which Way they will; by the 
« very ſame Arguments, that any will prove Separa- 
tion from the Church of Rome to be lawful, be- 
vers WY © aauſe ſhe requires unlawful Thiogs, as Conditions 
ver. ll © of her Communion ; it will be prov'd lawful not 
. do conform to any ſuſpected or unlawful Practice, 
ot „ requir'd by any Church-Government, upon the 


6 „ fame Terms, if the Thing ſo requir'd be, by a ſe- 
ich rious and ſober Enquiry, judg'd Unwarrantable, by 
f | MON D 8 K 7 5 


—— — — 
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(28) 
« a Man's own Conſcience.” In another Place thi in 
ſame Author hath theſe Words : 1 | | 

\ + © Int Duties CnrisT required of his Diſciples, ſt 

fi were none but ſuch as were neceſſary : He that came Wl © 

þ * to take away the inſupportable Yoke of Fewiſh Ce- 

if “ Tremonies, certainly did never intend to gall the 

li * Necks of his Diſciples with andther inſtead of it. 

« And it would be ſtrange, that the Church ſhould 


& t require-more than CHRIST himſelf did, and make | 
« other Conditions of her Communion than our Sa- 5 

E vioun did of Diſcipleſhip. , What poſſible Rea Ml / 
cc 


ſon can be given, why ſuch Things ſhould not be 
ce ſufficient for Communion with a Church, which 
li c“ are ſufhcient for Salvation? Was there ever more 
| cc true and cordial Love in the Churches, than in the 
I « Times of the Apoſtles? And yet they made no ſuch 
| 


6 Terms of Communion. How will they anſwer it 
et at the great Day, for keeping Men out of their 
| “ Communion by ſuch Things, as they call indifferent ? 
oy « Will the Lord Jes Us CHRIST thank them for 
15 ce their Pretence of Decency and Order; when thereby 
[Il sc they keep many out of their Church, whom the 
1 * Lord JESUS CHRIST will admit into Heaven?“ 
\ So far that Ledrned Biſh: 2 
9 Box, for as much as this Biſhop ſpeaks of their 
1 Pretence of Decency and Order | obſerve the Biſhop's ex- 
if preſſion; ibeir Pretence to it] I will juſt hint what this 
| pretended Decency and Order F ; "= 
IT, is, that the Miniſter ſhould officiate, ſometimes 
in one, pretended Holy Garment ;. ſometimes in ano- 
ther; ſometimes in Black, ſometimes in White; ſome- 
times Bowing and Cringinz ; ſometimes with his Face to 
f the Altar, ſometimes to the People; ſometimes to the 
| Weſt, ſometimes to the Eaſt; ſometimes Saying, and fome- 
times Singing his Prayers: For it is left to their own 
Pleaſure, [as Indifferent Things ſhould be] that is, # 
| may be Sung or Said: The Scripture faith, is any Merry, 
let him Sing Pſalms 3; it does not ſay, let him Sing his 
Prayers: But if any be afflicted, let him Pray, It 4 
on | | _ 
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(629) 
indifferent, whether Perſons Pray or Sing, when they go 
to the Throne of Grace, This is confounding two di- 
ſtinct Chriſtian Duties; one is asking the Mercy; the 
other is giving Thanks tor it, when it is received. 

THE Charge of JESUS CHRIS to his Diſci- 
ples, is, Go, reach them to. obſerve all Things whatſoever 
1 have commanded you. And to ſuch a Practice, and 
to no other, he hath- affix'd the Promiſe of his Pre- 
ſence with his Miniſters, and his Churches, Marth. 
xvii. 28. Lo, I am with you, ahways, to the End of the 
Warld. | 4. 


0 REASON V. 


Ir any Church, by Virtue of humane Laws, with- 
out any Warrant from the Word of Go p, caſt our 
of their Communion ſuch as held no falſe Doctrines, 
nor were guilty of any evil Practices, then that Church 
muſt take on itſelf the Charge of Schiſm. 

Tus was the very Foundation of our Fathers Diſ- 
ſenting from the Church of England, when in the Year 
1662, ſhe [by the fame Spirit with thoſe Men, Dan. 
vi. 5 | caſt out about Two thouſand Godly Miniſters, . 
purcly becauſe they could not fin againſt CHRISH 
and their own Conſciences, in bringing into the 
Churches unneceſſary Ceremonies. And herein it plain- 


Church (not on them that werę caſt out) becauſe that 


Act was made on Purpoſe to caſt them out; for ſome 


of the Actors ſaid, before that Day came, That th 
were afraid the Presbyterians would continue in the 
Church. 5 - 
Bur if they would not let theſe Godly Miniſters. 
preach in the Churches any longer, it is ſtrange they * 
could think, that they would ſhut their Mouths, and 
obey them rather than Go»! For Go p had given 
them a Commiſſion to preach and had ſeal'd it, 1 Cor. 
ix. 2, and no Commer? of Men could acquit them of 
their awful Charge, 1 Cor, ix. 16. Neceſſity is laid upon 
me, and Moe unto me, if I preach not the Goſpel. A 
| * 
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ly appears, that the Schiſm is juſtly chargeable on the | 


1 ([ 30˙) 3 
Bx theſe very Men Go hath perſuaded many of | 
| our Fathers to turn from Sin to CHRIST; therefore 
they choſe rather to diſſent from the Church than from 
the Miniſtry of thoſe Godly Men; and the rather, be- 
cauſe they ſaw that moſt of their Places in the Churches | 
were very poorly filled up, [viz. by Ignorant and 
Scandalous Men. And as our Fathers followed theſe 
Godly Men in their Faith and Converſation ; fo, with St 
Puaternal and Chriſtian Affection, they have charged 
many of us to follow them, in their Doctrines and ho- 

jj ly Life. | O 
Trvs the Church of England hath, unjuſtly, driven 
us out; and then they uncharitably condemn us for 
Schiſm: It is plain that the Sin lies at their Door, and 


92 


we muſt ſee ſome hopeful Signs of their Repentance 

. for that Sin, before they may expect us to return ta i v 
their Communion. 
[1 | REASON VI. 


Ir ſuch as leave the Communion of the Church 
have a lawful Diſmiſſion from the Church, they are 
not guilty of Schiſm. 

Tus is the Caſe of all Diſenters in England, even 
of thoſe that once were of the Church of England. 
This Diſmiſſion we have in the AR of Toleration, 
which is an ACt of the King, who is own'd by them- 
ſelves to be the Head of the Church, over all Perſons, 
and in all Cauſes, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: There» 
| fore it 1s too bold and daring for Men that call them- 
|. Afelves Lojalifis, and eſpecially for Paſſive Obedience 
Profeſſors, to charge Diſſenters with Schiſm, as long 
as that Act is in Force. Beſides it is the Act of the 
i" Lords Spiritual [as they call and own them] as well 
if as of the Lords Temporal ad the Repreſentatives 
|; | of the hole Nation; ſo that when they call Diſſenters 
0 Schiſmaticks, they flie in the Face of the Three Eſtates 
Z 
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* PART III. 
: Lane common OBJECTIONS, brought by 
ed Churchmen ag ain Diſſenters, Anſwer. , 
o- A OI ae 

Object. . D Church is of older ſtanding 
en G n yours. | 
or * Ik$O| s 


4 Anſiv. A N p the Church of 
Kome is older than yours; for 
we read that the Myſtery of Iniquity began to work 
in the Apoſtles Time, 2 Theſſ. i1. 7. If there was any 
Thing in this Argument, you and we mult both turm 
Papiſts. We are bid to enquire after the good old Ways 
er. vi. 16. but it muſt be good, as well as ola, elſe we 


ch muſt not walk in it; and it is no farther. good than it 
are agrees with the Word of Gop. eee e 

| Ax p yer, if our Diſſenting Churches agree with 
en Apoſtolical Doctrines, and Rules of divine Worſhips 
4, and godly Diſcipline better than yours, then our 
Churches are truly older than yours. To decide this 
n= Matter, we are heartily willing to ſtand the Trial of 
us the Scriptures, and of the Fathers, for the firſt Three 
le- Hundred Vears after the Aſcenſion of CHRIST. This 
15 we can eaſily make appear whenever it it ſhall be called 
"6 for. N 510 | 
he Obj. 2. The Church of England is eſtabliſhed by Law, 


Jour Churches are not. | 


Arſw. AND yet we do not cry out, That our Church 
is in Danger; for we know it is founded upon the 
Rock of Ages. Matth. xvi. 18. Upon this Rock I will 
build my Church, and the G ates of Hell ſhall not prevail 

againſt it, js | 


* + * 


is often in Danger, cannot be the Church of CHRIST; 


they argue againſt CHRIS, Ve have a Law, and b 
our Law he ought to die, Jon R. 7. | hanks be to Goh, 


_ Eſtabliſhment, and that Church is in a poor Condition 


not ſo. 


pure Mord of God, preach'd in a thatch'd Houſe, than 


Power of the Spirit of Go p, with the Word in or- 
der thereto, ſhould be ſeldom heard of. | 


sus CHRIST, on a Mountain, or out of a Ship, ot 
in an Houſe, or in a Barn. Go p once chole a 
_ :Threſhing-Floor to raiſe rhe Temple from, 2 Chron. 


I 
W x conclude from hence, That the Church, which 


&# # R893 ank — * 


or that Church which is built on CHRIST thy 
Rock. | 8 

Tux Laws of our Land favour us more than the 
Laws did Jesvus CHRIST and his Apoltles ; for thus 


our Churches are eſtablith'd by the Laws of Heaven: 
And yet as we hold to the moſt and beſt of the Thin 
wine Articles, which were eſtabliſn'd by Law, ſo our 
Doctrine, if not our Churches, are eſtabliſh'd by Law. 
But ſuppoſe they are not eſtabliſh'd by human Law, 
their Conſtitution is ſuch that they don't need ſuch 


that does need it. 


Obi. 3. Our Places of Wor ſhip are holy; yours ant 


 Anſw. WE know no Differences of Places now, 
ſince the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, John iv. 21. Nei- 
ther did the firſt Fathers own any ſuch Thing. Yours 
are holy, only as they are ſet a- part for Go D's Wor- 
ſhip, and ſo are ours. 

Bu T 'if your Places of Divine Worſhip are holy, 
it's Pity the Worſhipper's themſelves are not more 2. 
greeable to their holy Places. The Place is Nothing 
to us; for we had rather hear Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
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a learned Oration in a ſtately Cathedral, where Faith 
in CHRIS r, and the Neceſſity of the New-Birth, and 


W x can hear the Word, as the Diſciples did I x- 


enn — ww „ _-&-t ft — — « 


iii. 1. and ſo he hath fince rais'd many a Goſpel 
| Church, 


Goſpel ' in ſuch a Place, ſeparatin 


Mighty. 


„„ SR. 
Church, from the pure and powerful Preaching the 
"Fr Þ 2 the Chaff from 
the Wheat, and making. his Word Bread of Life to 
Souls. 2 | AIG f 
Ir we can but hear of CHRIST, and his Salvation, 
we matter not in what Place; let it be at Ephrata, or 
the Fields of the Mood, Pſal. cxxxii. 6. And ſo can o- 
thers ſometimes; when they pleaſe, out of a Market- 
Croſs, or under a Tree, or in a Ship, or in the open 
Field, which are not holy in their own Senſe. 


Obj. 4. Do you, Diſſenters, think jou are in the right, 
and all our Learned Biſhops and Dottors in the wrong ? 
He have both the greateſs Men, and the greateſ} Numbers 


on our Side. 

Avſw. WE own it; and ſo had the us in the 
Apoſtles Time; and fo had the Papiſts st the RE- 
FORMATION; Kev. xiii. 3. The whole World won- 
der'd after the Beaſt. We wonder not to hear the old 
Cry, Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees be- 
lieved on Him? What if they do not, will it follow 
that we muſt not believe? it may be they are not to be 
call d effectually; for it is ſaid, 1 Cor. i. 26. Te ſee 


your Calling, Brethren, how that not many wiſe Men 


after the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not Noble are 
called : Gia he Fooliſh) the Weak, the Ba, and the 
Deſpiſed, that God might confound the Wiſe and the 
Little did the Chief Prieſts, Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, with the Body of the Fewiſh Nation, think, 
that a few mean Diſſenters from the National Worſhip 
were in the Yight, and all they in the wrong: They 
were ſo far from his Thought, that they counted them 
ignorant, deluded and curſed : This People that know 
not the Law are curſed. It Cu'risT's Difciples were 
to go in the Way that the Moſt, or the Greateſt 
go, they might have no Croſs to take up, which 
CHRI1sT's Followers are ſure to meet with. | 


E „ 
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Diviſions of High and Lou- Church; the Difference in 
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Wu w the Spirit of Go p would ſhew us how 
Few they are that bear Witneſs to the Truths of 
CHRIST, He calls them Two Witneſſes, Rev. xi. 9. l 
to teach us, not to chooſe our Religion by Multitudes f 
or reject Doctrines, becauſe Few believe them: For 
that may be the Right Way, which Few find, Mat. vii. c 


13. and Fewer care to walk in, when they know it. 
W x think they have little Reaſon zo boaſt of their 
Multitudes, but rather zo bluſh for their vain. Conver- 
ſation; for Multitudes of graceleſs Profeſſors do but 
diſgrace any. Profeſſion, and Nr ſerious Chriſtians out 
of their Communion. 


Obj. 5. Diſſenters want Unity in their Churches, they 
are of ſo many Opinions, that there is no End of them. 


Anſiv. W could wiſh, it might be truly ſaid of 
all that believe among Diſſenters, as was faid of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, That the Multitude of them were 
all of one Heart, and one Soul, Acts iv. 32. However, 
if a little aſter that, St. Paul and Barnabas fall out, 
we ſhall not condemn their Doctrines, or be afraid of 
their Way: For it was the Way of Go p, though 
they ſtumbled in it. 

AN p truly the Church hath little more Reaſon to 
boaſt of Unity than we have: Witneſs the warm Diſ⸗ 
putes and Diviſions in Convocation, and the wide 


Doctrines, and Manner of Reading the Prayers; ſome 
ſay all themſelves, others make the Clerk fay half the 
Prayers; ſome are for Organs and Anthems, others 
diſlike them; ſome bow at the Name of Teſus, 
others diflike it; ſome bow towards the Eaſt, others 
diſapprove of the Practice, (as Heatheniſh, or as one 
of Ezekze!l's Abominations, Ezck. viii. 16.) Some are 
for Kneeling at Baptiſm, others in the Church will 
not ſubmit ro it; the moſt adminiſter the Sacrament 
but Three Times a Year, others do it every Month, 
and ſome every Lord's Day. Some never read Pray- 

2 | ers 


Ws 
ers in the Church on Week Days, others think they 


for Wedneſday and Friday. | ters bow 

AN 9 d Word in the Cathedral differs very 
much from that in the Pariſn- Churches. | 

TAE Mother hath her Singing Men and Boys by 
the Dozens, in their Surplices; fei is all the Holi- 
neſs that theſe Men have; as ſoon as they have done 
Acting here, they are alſo Actors in the Play-Nouſes,] 
the Daughters content themſelves with one Clerk a- 
piece, and allow him no Surplice; tho', in Truth, 
they need ſuch an Emblem olineſs as much as the 
others; for they are often Men of moſt wicked Lives. 
The Mother Sings her Prayers, (as if ſhe was not in 
earneſt ) the Daughters Read theirs, though formal e- 
M any of the Church of England themſelves are 
even ſick to ſee and hear Cathedral Decency and Order. 
« But if all the Church of England were of one Mind, 
« GoD will one Day convince Men, That the Uni- 
« ty of the Church lies more in the Unity of Faith 
« and Affection, than in the Uniformity of doubrful 
« Rites and Ceremonies.” As faith their own Biſho 
Stilling fleet. Violent urging Uniformity in the Church 
hath been an Inlet to Superſtition and the greateſt 
Bar to Unity. We know that it hath been always at- 
tempted under the ſpecious Prerence of furthering Reli- 
gion. But how ugly doth this Mask look when cloſe 
viewed by wiſe Men; eſpecially when they compare 
their Pretence with their common Converſation ? 


Obj. 6: The Church of England js more charitable 
than Diſſenting Churches are. ‚ | | 


Anſw. Lr every one ſpeak as they find, we know 
the Church hath ſhewn her Charity ro ſome many 
Ways, as in her Forgiveneſs of Offences, tho' on the 
ſlighteſt Hints of Sorrow; and in ſertling liberal year- 
ly Incomes on very undeſerving Perſons, both Clergy 


E 2 and 


are bound to do it every Day, and others compound 


— — 


and very large ones too; others have none at all. 


Ages of Chriſtianity., If the People will like. them, 


tion of the Church, becauſe ſhe has appointed ſo man 


17. call'd Elders; verſe 28. call'd Overſeers, or Biſhops 
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(36) | 
and Laity ; this made an old Doctor ſay, (while he 
was ſweeping the Money into the Bag) „Well, our 
« Church is the beſt-conſtitured Church in the r 
« World.” Yes; ſaid another, it is the beſt-conſti- Wpu 
tuted Church that ever was in the World. | 36,21 

(.) ALL do not, nor can ſee with the ſame Eyes. C 
We be.ieve that theſe Gentlemen, in crying up the Ex- - 
cellent Conſtitution of the Church of England, ſpeak ac- U 
cording to the beſt of their pr pp. OX 1.729 

Bur we ask their Pardon, if in this we cannot ſ@ 
after the Parſon. And we ate ſure that ſome of the In- 
ferjor Clergy have not been of this Mind, while they 
and their Families have made very poor Shifts to live, 
tho' ſome Officers, in the Church, have had many Thow 
ſands per Annum ; yet have done no more Work for it, 
than thoſe that are in Want. Some have two Living 


Tux boldeſt Men commonly get the better of thole 
that are moſt humble and modeſt. N 
( 2.) Wx cannot admire the Conffitution of the Churd 
of England, above all Others; becauſe Livings, or the N. 
verſion of Livings, are often bought with Money. This 


is a Practice, unknown to the Scriptures, and the firſt 


they may; but in they will come. This Practice thi 
Church forbids, but often winks at it. Elders, Paſtors 
or Bifhops were choſen of old by the People, Univerſe 
Fraternitatis Suffragio. Cypr. Epiſt, By the Conſent and 
Suffrage of all the Brethren. 

(3.) We add, that we cannot admire the Gonſtitu- 


Vnſeriptural Officers in it; as Archbiſhops, Lord Biſhops 
Deans, Arch-Deacons, &c. The Scriptures know but 
of no ſorts of Officers, in the Goſpel-Church, that 
is, Biſhops and Deacons. 

For Biſhops and Elders are the ſame Office, Acts xx. 


Tir. i. 5. They that are called Elders, ver. 7. are calle 
Biſhops, | | £ | 
| Clemen 


\ 
_—_— 
Clemens Romanus, Anno 70. mentions many Biſbo 
ur Win the Church of Corinth. whom at other Times he calls 


* © 


he WE Presbyters or Elders, Epiſt. 1. ad Cor. pag. 54, 57. He 


ti- ¶ puts them together in the ſame Line, 77 38. an 

| (4) We cannot admite the Conſtitution of the 
es, ¶ Church of England: As it has one Head, or Univerſal 
K- Paſtor over many Thoyſands of Congregations. This is 
Unſcriptural; not can /uchia Paſtor know the State of his 
Flock, and look well to his Herde. This is an Office ne- 
ver appointed by Jes us 'CHRis Ti Paſtor Paſtorum, 
P. Mar. An. 155+ faith, all the Church aſſembled together 
in one place, where the Biſhop preached. Apol. 1. pag. 98. 


Epiſt. ad Philadelph, pag. 42. !:: | 
J.) Wx cannot ſay the Church of England is the beſt 
conſtituted Church in the World : | Becauſe the Diſcipline 
of the Church is put into the Hands of Lawyers, not 
of Divines. This is none of the Excellency of her 


fy all che Cenſures of Miniſter and People. 

(6.) We cannot admire the Church's Conſtitution ; 
becauſe an Atheiſt, or any Vile Perſon may come to the 
holy Sacrament, provided he comes decently ; tho” he 
does not take it as a Memorial of Chriſt's Death, or as a 


Truſt, or Profit, under the Government without it. 
THO' ſome, whoſe Hearts are right with Go p, 
have higher Ends in joining with the Church, yet 


titu - many cry up the Church for no other End than the 
man Craftſmen did Diaua, leſt their Gain ſhould be loft. 
ſbop From ſuch Money-changers the Church needs to be 
bu purg'd, as IESus CHRIST did the Temple, with 4 


Scourge of Cords. 
NoN E make ſo much Noiſe of the Church, as 


„ ©Þoſe that ſeldom come there, or if they do, are the 
hops: Wi greateſt Diſgrace to it, ſuch as have little to ſay for 
called WJ Religion, and who practiſe leſs than they know. Un- 


leſs we allow theſe to be Acts of Religion. 
| BE: | 1. Ine 


For, faith he, Where tbe Paſtor is, there the Flock maſt be, 


Conſtitution ; that if aMan will provide Money enough, 
the Biſhops Court can put him in a Way, how to de- 


Means of Grace, but becauſe he cannot enjoy 4 Place f 


(38) 

1. Tnz1® Drinking Healths to the Church, as if 
ſhe was always in a ſickly Condition. RL ae) 
2. THEIR For-ſwearing themſelves at Elections, 
under Pretence of Upholaing the Church. What, is 
the Church in ſuch a poor Flight as to need the Force 
of Hell to relieve it? But, O Shame! That any of 
the Clergy ſhou'd do ſo! Well, it ſeems, Diſſenters 
are uncharitable, and yet I never heard of any one 
Diſſenter, in my Life, that wiſh'd or drank the Dam- 
nation of the Churchmen: But I have heard that Par- 
ſons, as well as others, drink the Diſſenters Damnation. 
(Cold Charity 1) Neither is that any notable Piece of 
the Church's Charity, that will not part with a few in- 
different Things, tho" it were to fave the Diſſenters from 
Damnation. Not to ſay any thing of the heavy Fines 
and Imprifonments, whereby they have perfecured 
many Thouſands of godly Diſſenters to their Graves, 


and their Families to extream Poverty. 8 

Is any among us tranſgreſs Goſpe-Rules, we re- 
buke and exhorr ; and if they deſerve it, we caſt them 
out of the Church; and if they give Evidence of 


Repentance, we are ready to take them in again with 


Joy. ä 


Bor we cannot believe that a Man is ſorry for his 


Sin of Drunkenneſs, When he continues to practiſe it; 
or that a Man is ſorry for his Sins, on the Lord's-Day, 
that returns to them all the Week: We think we 
have no Warrant for ſach large Charit 7. 
Now, Who cannot heartily wiſh, that Church- 
Men had any Colour, to add, That the Church of Eng- 
land is more holy than Diſſenting Churches are; that they 
have more Purity of Goſpel-Doctrine, more the Power 
of Goalineſs, more Unity in Love, Brighter. Divines, 
Men more holy in their Lives, that can ſay to their 
Flocks, What ye have ſeen in me, do. Sure many 
of the Clergy dare not tell their People fo. That 
which ſome count Odious, we count our Honour; I 
mean to be called Presbyterian. Some think this Term 
more reproachful, than Drunkard or Swearer, &c. If 


any 


rn —— 


* 


(639) | 
F any of us fall, vou, like Fools, are glad of it; Faole 
males a mock of Sin: We are ſorry for your Sins, as well 
as our e. But you have little need to reflect upon 
s us, if. we have one ſcandalous among us, you have ten. 
e heſides we take care to purge them out as faſt as we 
Jaa diſcover them, dealing with them according to 
„ Golpel Rule, not making them pay #s Money, but we 
e Jendeavour to make them fehle of their Sin ; we pray 
„wich them, and for them: And if there is occaſion, 
ve caſt them out of the Church-Communion. . Why 
„ don't you do ſo? One of the Clergy anſwered, We 
Bl ſpold leave but few in the Church, if we took this Me- 
thod. Gentlemen, When you are ready to reflect on 
Diſſenters, look into your Pariſhes, ſearch the Ale- 
houſes, among the Looſe, and Vain, and Prophane, the 
Drunkards, Swesrers, and Unclean ; and among thoſe 
h that are called to the Bar of Juſtice for Thieving, 
? I Houſebreaking; Robbing on the Highway, and the 
4 Multitudes that die at the Gallows read and ſee, whe- 
cher they were of ours, or of the Communion of the Church 
}f of England. | 

h 


CONCLUSION. 


N Ir the Church of England would but remove theſe 
* | Cauſes of Offence, they ſhould ſoon ſee that we and 
4 our People would return to their Communion, pro- 


vided they deſire it (which we greatly queſtion.) But 
7 till then, we take the Liberty, by Law, allow'd us; 
that is, Peaceably ro withdraw ourſelves from their 
A Communion ; and therein to take up our Crols, 
end follow the Lord IESUSCRHRIS r, being willing 
to ſubmit to Poverty, Diſgrace and Contempt in the 
World, rather than fin againſt Go p and our Conſci- 
ences; and betray the Honour that is due alone to our 
Lord IESUS CH RIST, into the Hands of Men, 
1 | vith a Kiſs and a Complement of Hail Maſter. We 
do not diſturb the Church of England in their Wor- 
ic Hip; we do not call their Members to come to us; or 


if 


%. 


1 if any of our common Hearers go to the Church, an 
abide there, we do not invite them back. And if, aff 


N 4 ® . | * * 
* - I * 1 p 2 * . 
„ i 3 " — . 
| | — 
* 
5 % . ” 
- . p . : 9 
* : 
* ” ® 
* 


% 


: 4 1 * * 5 , * 
- An 
a = "» f 
: ” »* ; . ey | x 1 
* 40 9 N 


ter all this, they will condemn us, let us comfort o 
ſelves, That G of is with us, bleſſing our Miniſtry 
for Sinners C erſion, and Believers Comfort and 
Growth in Grace. N "ol 
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